
Torbay’s Hi-tech Sector
The Leading Light
Delivering world changing technology

IN the south west

IN the united kingdom
More than  

8,000  
companies in the 
electronics, sensors and 
photonics industry

around  

£29bn  
generated a year in revenues

over  

£12bn   
contributed per year to the 
UK economy

over  

70,000   
people employed in this sector

estimated 

8-10%   
growth annually fot the 
next 10 years 

home to the largest concentration of silicon 
designers in Europe and only second to Silicon Valley  
in the USA.

Every Euro 
Fighter Typhoon 

contains components 
manufactured in Torbay

46%   
of large commercial 
airliners contain 
electronic components 
from Torbay

Technology developed in Torbay extends as far from 
peoples pockets to the outer edge of space.

Over 1.3M electronic 
components 
processed in Torbay 
have been used for 
embedded lifesaving 
applications

Leading R&D for 
microelectronic 
components in  
harsh environments

If General Motors had kept up with the technology like the semiconductor 
industry, we would all be driving $25 cars that got 10,000 miles to the gallon 

Bill Gates

Customers include:
• Bosch
• Canon
• Fujitsu
• Hitachi
• NEC
• Panasonic
• Ricoh
• Cisco
• Ericsson
• Huawei
• Nokia Siemens Networks
• BT
• Motorola
• Google
• Dell
• HP
• AMD
• Intel
• European Space Agency
• NASA
• Airbus
• Rolls Royce

Supported by leading Universities:
• University of Exeter – Centre for Additive Layer Manufacturing
• University of Plymouth – The Electron Microscopy Centre
• University of Bath – Lab for Integrated Metrology Applications
• University of Cambridge – Institute of Manufacturing
• University of Bristol – Centre for Quantum Photonics

Engineering Base for:
• Gooch & Housego
• Elektron Technology
• Waveguide Solutions
• Valeport
• Sub10 Systems
• Select Group of Companies
• Eurotech
• Alpha Contract Engineering 
• Eltek Semiconductors

R&D Base for:
• II-VI Lasers
• Oclaro Technology
• Gooch and Housego
• Spirent Communications
• Effect Photonics
• Venture Photonics

In Torbay & South Devon

over  

960FTE   
directly employed in the 
electronics & photonics 
industry in Torbay and 
South Devon 

ESTIMATED 

715 
companies based in the 
South West

around 

8,700 
employed in the 
electronics, sensors & 
photonics industries.  

excess of 

£108m   
generated per annum

over 

50%   
of which is exported to 
15 countries spanning 
all 6 continents.

Torbay is nationally recognised by industry as one of the top locations for electronics and photonics expertise in 
the country, and has a strong growing cluster.

Key companies within Torbay and South Devon include specialists 
in advanced manufacturing, electronics, photonics, optical 
coatings, GNSS, fibre optics, RF & wireless manufacturing:

Areas where Torbay 
has particular 
strengths are:

• Optical Systems
• Medical technology
• Manufacturing technology
• Defence
• Satellite technologies
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www.torbaydevelopmentagency.co.uk/hitech


