PRESS RELEASE

18 March 2011
We’re the Heart of the South West! The local enterprise partnership submits its plans.
The proposals for the Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) have been submitted to Minister Mark Prisk.

The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) has been formed under the leadership of the private sector supported by the local authorities from Devon, Plymouth, Somerset and Torbay.

The group has been working on the plans since November last year, and has been consulting with the business community, public sector, political figures as well as charity and social enterprise organisations.

A prospectus has been produced, detailing the strengths and opportunities for economic growth, and also highlighting the particular challenges and issues faced by the LEP.

The prospectus looks at the priorities for the partnership, job creation, enhancing business growth, boosting wages and developing skills are top of the partnership’s agenda.

The document was recently subject to feedback from the public and private sector with responses representing 50,000 businesses, supported by a range of endorsements from businesses, associations, trade bodies, politicians and academic institutions.
The partnership is now engaged in developing a board of directors.
Jeremy Filmer-Bennett, temporary chair of the Steering Group for the Partnership said: “We are pleased that we have been able to submit the prospectus and extremely proud of our plans for the area. 

“This could not have been achieved without the cooperation and input of a huge range of partners from the business community as well as the local authorities who have worked together for the good of the entire area.

“It has been most encouraging to see the document evolve with help from all quarters. Through hard work and many discussions, we have managed to achieve a practical but inspiring vision for the area, which has attracted support from a very wide cross section of people.

"This is a positive and realistic proposition, which will achieve the best for our communities.  I look forward to hearing from government soon.”

The final prospectus is available on Heart of the South West LEP 
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