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PR 2966

07 January 2011

For Immediate Release
Chairman’s call to action for Torbay businesses 

Torbay Development Agency chairman, John Richards, has made a passionate call to action to businesses in the Torbay and South Devon area to lobby the Department for Transport to fund the South Devon Link Road. In a letter to the local daily newspaper, the Herald Express, John Richards said: 

“If you live here you know Torbay is a great place to live, work and visit. It is one of the most beautiful areas of the country and has many benefits as a place to invest. But we all can see that it doesn’t enjoy the best of links with the major transport infrastructure connecting it with the rest of the UK and the wider World. This may not matter to all of us, day to day, but it matters a lot to businesses trying to prosper in these tough times. So we should all understand that the South Devon Link Road (SDLR) is a not-to-be-missed opportunity to help put Torbay on the map as a leading European business destination with a unique offer of quality of life, combined with an excellent commercial proposition. 

“These links are hugely important to all parts of our economy. Retailers, manufacturers and distribution companies are affected by delays in getting goods to and from Torbay. Tourism suffers when visitors get a negative experience when visiting the Bay or when trying to explore the wealth of attractions on offer in the area; and we all have our own experiences of commuting on the current roads; and the frustration of being delayed as a result of the inevitable bottlenecks and congestion.

“Torbay Development Agency (TDA) has found that in talks with manufacturing, service companies and retailers considering an investment in the area, all bringing much needed jobs, that one of the main factors that put them off is the lack of a good road link. This can result in them deciding to locate elsewhere in the region, despite higher costs. Even more important is the need to avoid existing companies moving out of the Bay due to increasing problems with the congestion, choosing day to day efficiency over all the other good points of being in the Bay area.

“Torbay has a lot to offer as an excellent business location. There are lots of thriving companies which successfully balance the limited transport infrastructure with the overriding benefits of investing in Torbay - which include excellent skills, competitive costs and an unrivalled quality of life - helping to attract and retain a committed workforce. However, if we are to convince other companies to come and be part of a ‘Brighter Bay’, an improved transport link is critical.

“In making the case we should not forget that Torbay is one of the weaker economies in the South West region. Wages are low and there are unacceptable levels of deprivation and poverty in parts of the area. The A380 carries a volume of traffic that is on the same scale as roads around the edge of London and there is a clear link between the challenges of doing business in the area and the level of economic activity we see today in Torbay.

“For this reason, the TDA, as Torbay’s economic development company - charged with the challenge of delivering economic prosperity to the Bay - is fully supporting Devon County and Torbay Council’s campaign to promote the SDLR and obtain central government backing and funding. But we cannot work alone; winning Department for Transport backing will require both a compelling argument from the public sector and full support from the business community of Torbay and South Devon to explain the damage to their businesses if the link road isn’t built, and the potential benefits to their businesses if it is built. 

“So, we need your help with the lobbying campaign to ensure Ministers, government officials and anyone in a position to help influence a positive decision are fully aware of the strong support for the SDLR right across our community and why it is a top priority for the business people and economy of Torbay and South Devon as a whole."

Torbay Development Agency has published helpful guidelines for businesses on what information would be useful to include in a lobbying letter to central government, this is available at www.torbaydevelopmentagency.co.uk/SDLR
Letters or emails from businesses need to be sent by the end of January to: Norman Baker MP, Department for Transport, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR or by email to norman.baker@dft.gsi.gov.uk
-Ends-
For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207897.
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