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PR 2961

05 January 2011

For Immediate Release
World leading electronics businesses set up Forum in Torbay

In recognition of the thriving electronics sector in Torbay, the economic development company, Torbay Development Agency, has established an Electronics Forum in partnership with world leaders and successful UK companies in this sector that are operating in the Bay: Oclaro,. Spirent, Syntech and the Select Group.

The Forum has been set up to raise the profile of Torbay’s electronics sector, and potentially the wider south Devon area, on a national and international stage, and promote its interests to sustain its future growth as a strong regional sector. 

The Forum is working to enlarge its membership over the next twelve months and increase the visibility of this success story in Torbay, with the aim is to attract more electronics businesses to area, thereby creating a critical mass of suppliers and related industries.

The Forum will help to identify and address skills and training issues by working closely with the education sector to ensure the future needs of the business are met. 

The Forum will focus on research and development potential and foster better links with local research organisations, universities and colleges.

At the first meeting, it became apparent that the Forum would be able to quickly build collaboration and share knowledge between new and existing firms, gaining a better understanding of each others’ businesses and supply chains in the sector.

There are opportunities for investigating new markets and establishing trade missions, as well as influencing planning and other local policies to help lobby for this important sector which makes a significant contribution to the local economy.

Chairing the Forum is the TDA’s Investment Development Officer, Jason Buck, whose focus is to develop investment opportunities to help existing businesses reinvest in Torbay, and to encourage businesses from outside of the area to invest or relocate. The electronics industry is a key sector in Torbay’s inward investment strategy, due to the thriving businesses already in the Bay and the opportunities and cost benefits that the area presents.

The Electronics Forum is open to all Bay based and wider South Devon area companies who operate within the electronics sector. The Electronics Forum will also contribute to the Torbay Business Forum (TBF) which acts as the main conduit for all business sectors in the Bay on strategic issues affecting business in general. The TBF Chairman, Alan Archer, who also sits on the Electronics Forum, said: “The TBF is actively working on the new Local Enterprise Partnership and the South Devon Link Road projects as well as lobbying for a high speed broadband service for the Bay. The Electronics Forum will play an important role in the future of Torbay’s business community. “

The Forum expects to hold an electronics sector event in Torbay in 2011, and expand its membership amongst related south Devon businesses, the education sector and advisory bodies, with the aim to raise the profile of the sector locally, regionally, nationally and internationally to encourage investment. 

Roger Baker, Vice President: Corporate Quality and Reliability, Oclaro, a tier-one provider of innovative optical communications and laser solutions, which has a design centre in Paignton, said:

“Oclaro is proud to operate its best in class design centre from this first-class business location. Torbay offers a highly skilled workforce, quality premises, competitive costs and an excellent quality of life. We are committed to working with Torbay Development Agency and other leading partners in our sector to create a vibrant economic future for the Torbay region.”

Martin Foulger, Divisional Managing Director of Spirent Communications PLC says “Spirent has been in Torbay since 1997, a base from which we have seen our business grow to now being the leading global provider of test equipment to manufacturers of satellite navigation systems.  We are pleased to work with the Torbay Development Agency in promoting all the benefits Torbay can offer hi-tech businesses.”

Councillor Kevin Carroll, Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration, said: “The thriving electronics sector is testament to Torbay’s proposition as an excellent business location, presenting unique opportunities for investment in terms of highly skilled labour, competitive costs and an unrivalled quality of life on the New English Riviera. This new Electronics Forum is an example of good partnership working between the public sector and private industry, to create a better place to invest and improving the local economy.”

Businesses interested in the Torbay Electronics Forum can find out more information by contacting Torbay Development Agency’s Investment Development Officer, Jason Buck, 01803 208799 or email jason.buck@tedcltd.com
-Ends-
For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207897.
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