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PR 2960

05 January 2011

For Immediate Release
South West Innovation Centres awarded Cockington management contract

Torbay Council has awarded the contract for managing Cockington Court to South West Innovation Centres, part of the economic development company, Torbay Development Agency (TDA) following a formal sealed tender process. 

Tenders were submitted and the winning bidder was selected based on the criteria set by the European Regional Development Fund and the council’s procurement team in line with the Public Contracts Regulations 2009. 

A Torbay Council procurement spokesperson said:  “We are pleased to announce that the TDA has won the opportunity to operate the facilities within the Grade II* listed court and the new craft workshops designed specifically for creative businesses.  Cockington is one of Torbay’s finest attractions and holds a special place in the hearts of many residents and visitors. 

“The aspiration for creating a centre of excellence for the creative industry in Torbay needed to be entrusted to an organisation with the vision and expertise to grow this business sector, whilst managing the needs of the existing tenants and the quality requirements of such a unique, historic venue.”

Steve Parrock, TDA Chief Executive said: “I am pleased that the TDA’s expertise in this area has been recognised and that the team also won the contract in open competition. Our achievements in running Innovation Centres elsewhere in Devon, which help new businesses succeed and grow, has been recognised nationally and I am very proud of their achievements.”

The TDA’s South West Innovation Centre business won runner up in the UK Business Incubation Championship Awards 2009. Adrian Sheen, Manager of the Innovation Centres said: “South West Innovation Centres are delighted to have won the operator bid for Cockington. The TDA is a ‘not for profit’ company and any surpluses from the contract will therefore be reinvested in the court.  Our bid has been strengthened by collaborative partnership with the Devon Guild of Craftsmen, Dartington Hall Trust, Creative Torbay, South Devon College and the English Riviera Tourism Company to establish Cockington as a premier craft centre. This in turn will help maintain Cockington Court as a leading visitor attraction”.

Councillor Kevin Carroll, Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration, said: “The TDA’s bid was detailed, thoughtful and compelling.  In terms of stewardship we are confident that we could not have placed the court in a safer pair of hands. The requirements of the European funding require that we especially support new craft businesses originating from our most deprived wards and I would urge potential tenants to come forward and seek early advice from the TDA.“

Nigel Howells, Head of ERDF Competitiveness Programmes for the South West RDA says: "We have been delighted to be involved in this project from its inception and believe it will bring a lot of value to the people of Torbay. This appointment shows the determination of everyone involved to drive the project forward and we will continue to lend our support to help cultivate business potential in the region."

Individuals or businesses interested in the new facilities are invited to discuss their requirements with the interim manager, Frances Tanner, on 01803 607230 or email: manager@cockingtoncourt.org
 -Ends-
For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207897.
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